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CONPIDENTIAL VIENTIANE 0591 

CINCPAC POR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: XGDS 1, 4 DIMPTD 
TAGS: MASS MOPS LA VM US 

SUBJECT: UPDATE ON VIETNAMESE MILITARY PRESENCE IN LAOS 

1 . A USUALLY RELIABLE ASEAN SOURCE TOLD US MAY 24 THAT AT 
PRESENT THE SRV MAINTAINED AT LEAST TWO DIVISIONS IN SOUTHERN 
LAOS. THE 325 B DIVISION WAS BASED AT SENO IN SAVANNAKHET 
PROVINCES AND HAD RESPONSIBILITY FOR KHAMMOUAN AND 
SAVANNAKHET PROVINCES. THE 324 B DIVISION WAS BASED 

AT PARSE. THE SAME SOURCE SAID THAT EARLIER IN 1978, THE 
VIETNAMESE 968 DIVISION HAD BEEN LOCATED IN ATTOPEU 
PROVINCE, WHICH BORDERS BOTH KAMPUCHEA AND VIET NAM, BUT 
THAT THIS UNIT HAD 
RELOCATED TO AN UNKNOWN POSITION. 

2. THE SOURCE SAID THAT THE VIETNAMESE HAD BROUGHT INTO 
LAOS 25 TO 30 TEN- WHEEL U.S. TRUCKS WHICH HAD ORIGINALLY 
BELONGED TO GVN PORCES. THE TRUCKS BORE THE DESIGNATION 
"K7 B2" (POSSIBLY AN AMERICAN DESIGNATION) AND WERE 
ASSIGNED TO TRANSPORT OPERATIONS IN THE LPDR'S POUR 
CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 VIENTI 00591 260738Z 

SOUTHERNMOST PROVINCES. 

3. THE SOURCE SAID THAT "RECENTLY" VIETNAMESE PORCES 
HAD RELOCATED PROM THE PHONG SAVAN AREA IN THE PLAIN 
OP JARS, MOVING ALONG ROUTE 7 THROUGH SALA PHOU KHOUN, 

MOUNG KASSY, AND VANG VIANG. SOME OF THE UNITS HAD 
REPORTEDLY LOCATED AS PAR SOUTH AS PHON HONG IN THE 
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NORTHERN VIENTIANE PLAIN AND AS FAR WEST AS THE BAN DON AREA. 

4. COMMENT: THE EMBASSY HAS NO INFORMATION WITH WHICH 
TO EVALUATE THIS REPORT. 

ROBERTS 


CONEIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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